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 PREFACE,

. This ‘r‘epo'r‘b is besed on the infomation obtained from the
interrogation of twenty Koresn “eamfort girls" and two Japanese
_olvilians captured around the tenth of dugust, 1944 in the mopping up

""opér‘atibnsw efter the fall of livitkyina ‘in Burma.

The report shows how tho Japanese rocruited these Koroan

“"camfort girls“, the conditions under which they lived and worked,
their relations with and reaction to the Japanese soldier, and their
understanding of the militery situation., . = . i

. & "comfort ird" is 'nothing more then a pro&titute or'
"professional camp follower" attached to the Japanese Army for the
‘benefit. of the soldiers, The word "comfort »irl" is peculiar to the
Jepansses QOther reports show the “comfort girli#" have been found
wherever- it was nocessary for the Japenese Army to fight, This
report however deals only with the Korean “comfort Birls" recruited
by the Japancvse and attacied to their Army in Surma. Tho Japanese
are reported to have shipped some 705 of thesec girls to Buma in 1942.

RECRUIT NGy |
Eerly in Mé.y' oi_‘ i.942‘fJapanes'el_ageants arrived in Korea for

the purpose of enlisting Korean girls for "comfort service" in newly
conquered Japenese territories in Southesst Asin. The nature of ‘this

i "'service” wes not specified but it wes assumed to be worlk connected

‘ mtln Vislting the wounded in hospitals, rolling bandapges, ond -

generelly malking the soldiers happy, The inducement used: by these

\j - agents wes plenty of money; an opportunity to pey off the fonily

debts, easy work, end the prospect of & new lifc in a new land -
enlisted for overseas duty end wers rewerded with an sdvance of/a |

-

The majority of the girls wore irmorant and uneducated,

elthou,h a fow had teen connected with “oldest profession on carth"
‘" tofores The contract thoy signed bound thum to Army rosulations and
- %o wor!- for the “house master" for a period of from six ronths to a

year. depending on tho

.

ferily debt for wiich thoy were advnicor
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*'prisoner from wnerica.n soldiers at Myi‘bkyina end Ledo, she feele
- Aheb they ere moro emotionsal than. Japa.nase soldiers,, She i.s

LIVING &ND MORKING CONDITIONSt .

' Approxima.tely 800 of these girls ware recruited in this

- manner. ‘Bnd.-they landed with their Japaneso "house nastort at Ranroon

around Aurust 20th, 1942, They came in groups of from eirht to P
'bwenty-'tv,ro. From here they were distributed to various parts of
Burma, usually to fair sized towns noar Japanese Amy camps. o
Eventually four of these units reached the Myitkyine viecinity. Thev

- wores Kyoei, Kinsui, Bakushinro, -end Mauoya. The Kyooi house wrs s

roalled the "Maruyema Club", but was changed when the pirls reached
Myitkyina as Gol. IvlaruJama, comnander of the garrison et Liritl zy:.na,i
objected to the similarity to h:.s naie «

- PERBONAL ITY:

|
The mterrog,at:.ons show the average Korean “oomfort ;irl®
'bo be sbout twenty five years old, uneducatod, childish, whmsmalu
end selfish. She is not pretty either by. Japanese or Caivcasian '
stenderdss She: is inolined to be egotistiocal end likes to talk
gbout hersslf. Her -attitude in front of strangers is quiet and

demure, but. she "knows the wiles of a woman." She olaims %o

+Alslike her profession" and would rathor not talk either about it 3

or her femily. Because of the kind treatment she recoived as s

afraid of Chinese and Indien Erocps. TR e B

In mritky:ma the girls were usua.lly quar‘bered in a lnr’ga

- two s'bez'y house (usually e school bu:.lding) with a geoparate room .
for each girl. There each girl lived, slept, and transasoted - -
“bus . In Myitkyine thedr food wes prepared by and. purohe.sed B

use master" as they received no regular ration from

‘bhe J&pan go-Army s~ They lived in nea.r-luxury in Buma . in-

camparisas fo other placess This wes eSpécially true of 'bheir -
¢ in Bumma. They lived well because their food emd
%8 not heavily rationed and they had plenty  of mongy

with wh ik to purchase desired articles, They were able to

068 ; oigarettes, and oosmebies to qupplmzent tho
Fon to ‘bhem by scldiers who had - reoeived Foamfort

in Buma; ‘bhg amused thamselves by parﬁicipn‘bmb
with both. offiders. and menj end attended :
,. - goolal Qinners.. They hed s phono-

L "*-Eo‘m% %hey*were allowed %o go- shappz’mgc

trho conditiona under whigh - they tra.naac'bad business

. were regalated by the Aymy, and in oonnested areas regulations
were stricbly enforced, The Army i‘ound. it necessory in cor: es'bad

ci: 8 to

sball -a sysbem of priges, prioritics, and Bchedulos

For"the varivu“runt'broperxbi‘rq»ém wpapticulmmawummmu e
to :':n'berroga.z:ions the everags system wre as I‘olldvrsg ’
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: B t«hsy were not aerved end had te leave
é.a '!:he aymy wag very ﬁt ¢t ebout oversteying leave, In order to
,‘%v’armme this problem t&e Am;r set agide certein deys for certain
#units. Psually two mén fram the unit for the day were stationed
+igh the-Nouse to identify. soldiers. A roving MP was also on hend
%o keep order. Following is the schedule used by ‘bhe“KyoeJ."houSe _
for the various un:.'bs of 'bhe 18‘hh Div;slon while at Laymyos .

oL Sundey eemmmenew . 18X Div, qus. S‘baﬁ‘
- Mondey memsmewe- CGoavalry
cie o Tuesday eemsmmesn - Brgineers
- - Wednesday weww--= Day off and weekly ph‘y&lc‘ll oxam.
Thursday =s=we-=-- Modies
Fr:v.day . s e wa e Mountam artlllery

_‘ aps ,r\:, .

Ofi‘:.cers wore allowad to come seven m.gh'bs a week. The zirls
complalnad that even with the schedule congestion was so great that
they could ‘not care for all gues'ts, thus eausing i1l feeling among
man‘y of 'bhe sold:.ez-s.

Soldisrs vmuld come to the houss, pey the price end zot
‘bicke‘bs of cardboard about two inches square with the pricec on
%hé loft side and the neme of the house on ‘the other side.,  Each

e Eoldier's identity or rank wes then established aftcr which he

Mook his turn in line®, The girls were allowed the prerogative

6 refusiny a cus'bomer. This was often done if the person were
'Eoo drunk. . . :

PAX AND LIVING CONDITIONSs . :

. The l‘hou:se master" received £ifty to sixty per cent of
'bhe sirls! gross earnings depending on how much of a debt each
p_,lrl hed incurred when she signed her contract, This moant tha'b
tb:.an everage month a girl would gross about fiftoen hundred ;
Bhe turned over seven hundred end £ifty to the "mester®, Imr g

“’masters” made life very difficult. for the girls Yy GHarr‘in‘ them‘ '

i high prices i’or food B.nd other artlcles.

(SRS

In the 1attcr pardt of 1943 the Army lssued ordora 'bmt

; : Ger'bu.ln Girls who had peid their debt could return donse  Somc of
‘ the girls were thus allowed to. r.oturn to Korea. L

\l

The intorro cations further show that ths he.hlth of these
é%rls was £ood, They were well supplied with o1l types of

contracoptlws, end often soldiers would brm tﬂGlI‘ om whieh
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*  had been suppl:.ed by the army. They were: wall trained in looking
. after.both themselves and customers in the matter of hJ NCRExTcI ?A
reuler Jépaneso Army doctor visited the houses once & we.lk and
any 3irl found diseased was given treatmeut; secluded, and even~

S tua llv sent to a hospital. Thls seme procedure was carried on

within the ranks of the Army itsslf, but it is intcresting to

note that a soldier did not lose pay during the period he was

conf’ined. :

p@@gﬁ;ggg T0 JAPANESE SOLDIERS:

In their relations with the Japanese officers and men .
onlv two nemes of any conseguence came out of interrogations. |
They were those of Cole Maruyama, conmander of the [Jarrlson ‘at
Myitkyina, end Maj.Gen. Mizukeni, who brought in relnforcemen‘bs.

- The two were exact oppos:L_tes. The former was hard, selfish end
repulsive with no consideration for his men; the latter a good;

kind ‘man and a fine soldier, with the utmost consideration for'
those who worked under him. The Coloncl was a constant habitue
of the houses while the General was nevor known to have vis 1ted
. ‘theme . With the fall of Myitkyina, Col. Maruysme:supposedly.

deserted while Gen. Mizukamimcommitted suicide because he could
-not evacuate the- men.u J “

SOLDIERS! RE&CTIONS: :

The everage Jecpanese soldier is embarrassed about belng;
seen in a “oamfort house" according to one of the girls who said,
"whon the place is packed he is ept to be ashamed if he has to
wait in line for his turn®. However there were numerous . ‘
instances of proposals of marrle.g,e end in certajn cases marrlar'as
ac'bually 'l:ook pleces . ;

AlL the girls agrecd that the worst officers and men .
who ceme’-to see them were those who were drunk snd leaving Hr the :
front the following day. But all likewise asgrecd that even though

- very drunk the Japanese soldier nevor discussed military matters
or secrets with them. Though the girls mipght start the conversa-
tion about some military metter the officer or enlisted man wouldl

- not talk, but would in Fact “scold us for disoussing such wn-~lady:
-~ 1ike sub_]ects. Even Col. Maruyama. when: drunk would never discuss'
.such mat'bers. : o

. The 'soldiers would of"ben ‘express how much they enjoyed
receiving magazines, letters and newspapers from home. They also
nemtioned the receipt of "comfort barns" filled with canned roods,
nmagesines, soap, handkerchiefs, 'boothbrush ministure doll,
lipsticlk, and wooden clozse The lipstick a_nd clogs wore
definitely feminine: and. tne rirls couldn't understand why the
pcople et home were sending such articles. They speculated tliet
the sender could only have h&d themselves or the "na‘blve ~irlsh
‘L1 mind, '

'REACTION TO THE hILITLRY SITUuTION:_

It Appoar... th: at the rYmew vory littlo ahout the military:
to and inc luding the time of

N D(;‘7)7

situ-tion: nround Myitlyina even up

LR -
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,-—«——"-"““""’ o raE t“xemr rctreat a.nd capture. .There is howover some information

L SR R . hundred to defend the town. Ammunltlon Was:very low.

P S ' ‘ "Gol. Maruyame dlspersed his men.  During the followin

£
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, . . worth notings~ o : . ‘ |
- |

LE M o initial attack on Myitkyina and the a@ir strip
aout two hundred-Japantse died in. battle, leaving about two

|

days. the enory were shooting. haphazardly e,veryvmcre. It was a wasto
‘ since they didn't seem to aim et any particular thing. The |
! : . Japanose soldiers on thu other hand hed orders to fire one slﬂot‘
R ’ gt e time and only when they werc sure of a hit." i

4 |
- i

|

Refore the enemy attacked on. the ywest-air strip,
; soldiers stationed around Myitkyina were dispatched elsuwhere |
N R to stom the Allied attack in the North and West. About four
4 g ‘hundred mon.were left ‘behind, larr‘ely fram the 1l4th Resiment.
. , o Evidontly Col, MmeanLa did not expect the town to be uttacl\.od.‘
: ‘Lator Majs. Gen. Mizulomi of the 56th Division brought in
rclnforcements of more ‘than two ruw:x.ments but theso were umable

A © to hold the town. e

It was the concensus among the girls: that Alllod
wbomomgs ‘were “intense’ end- frightening- ‘and becau o of them-they "
I spent most of their.last days in foxholes. .One or two even
B cerriod on work theres - The comfort houses were bombod and
I . several of the girls were wounded and killod,

RETREAT AlND CAPIURE,

Lot e The story of the rotreat and final capture of tho
- "comfort glrls“ is somewhat vague and confused in their own
: : minds. From various reports it gppears that the following
: , oscurreds -on the night of' July 3lst a party of sixty three
: Lo poople including the "comfort ;irls" of thres houses (Balku-
T . shinro was morged with Klnsul), families, snd holpers, started
‘ acrogs the Irrawaddy River in small boats. They eventually
-- landed samewhere neer Waingmsw, = They stayed there until
august 4th, but never entered Weingmaw. From therc they
- followed in thepath of a group of soldiers until August T7th
[ - when there was a skirmish with the eonemy and the party split
up s . The r,irls were ordercd to follow tho soldiers afber a
throo hour interval, They did this only to find themsclves on
the bank of a river with no sign of the soldicrs or eany moans
of crossinj. Thoy remained in a nearby house until Ausust 10th
when they wero coptured by Kuchin soldicrs led dy an En;lish
. officure. Thoy were talen to Nyitlyina and thun to tho Ledo
EE ‘atockade where the m'l'orrm ations whlrh form tho L,as:u of this

. N roport toolk plaw

PROPA. TAiDAs

N

The [1r1u Jaiow practically nothin , oi oy prop s madn

& - loetlots that hod boon used &-ainst tho Jal\.mu“. '_T‘}:a::“ JETSRE - TRT 0
o fow leoallcets in tho honds of <

the soldiers bmt nont of thon
Cwore anable to widerstaid thar as Loy were in Jepanose nl bl
soliiers reimised to discuss tlion with tho Girls,  Oue  irl

w,;ﬁ
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remembercd t'ﬂ.e leaflet abcu't Go’l. Laru;rama (appa.re;.tl“
Myitlyinn Troop 4ppeel), bub she did not bahew it
the soldiers d:.scussfm_.g loeflets
renorks resulted from their ‘_e.vaadro;;j:v

ing to neta 'hha‘b one I €

‘of ‘ofhor girls if.
it :wmld ba_ a goo
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TFollowin:.
cirls™ end the two Japenesc eivilirns intorrosotid te obtaia tho
- information used in this roport. : The Koruai namcs ~re
phoneticized. “

JUAN )

——— -

1, Shin Jyun Fimi
2. Kol Yonjco
3y Pgn Yonje
4, ‘Chinge Chunto
5. Chun Yonja
6. Kim Wenju
7+ X¥im Yonje
8. EKim Kenjo
9, Kim Senni
10, Kim Kun Sun.
1ls Xim Chongil
12+ Pe Kije
13. Chun Punyi
l4. Koke Sunyi
15, Yon Muji
16« ©Opu Ni
17. Xin Tonhi
i 18+ Ha Tonye
i 19+ O0ki Song
20. FKim Guptoge
‘ Jepanese.bivilimsl
1. Kitamura, Tonlko
2. " Eibun

-85

G

21
28
26
21
27

19
25
21
22
26
27
21

21

51
20
20
21
20
21

38 .

-4l

+PPENDIX it

aru tho nomes of the twonty Forcoa “coufort

#DDRESS

Keishonando, Shinsghu
" Sanzcapo, Tuaai
.M Shiiighu

Keishonoludo, T-ilgru
Keishonsndo, Shiashu

Keishohkude, T-ilkyu

1t i L]
Keishonrndo, ilrs~n

" Taihoku

W Tailzra

we Shinshu

n _ o

n ¥eiscn thun,

Krvamun Hur:s
u X~7o, Sekiholu

p.0p, Kyw Ruri

Heioannaondo, Holjo
(] i

Keodkido, Keijo
@ n

Kelshohokudo, Taikyu

Zonranrmdo, Xoshu

- Kedkldo, Koijo
i u
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